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in the U.S. Through a comprehensive set of solutions
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To accomplish this goal, we must expand
our programs and ensure families can be
sustainable long-term. We also need to
continue to inform policy, as we do with
the CAG and our Government Relations
Committee.

We want to work toward a future where
family homelessness and housing
instability are a rarity, not an endemic
problem. To do so, we are building the
infrastructure now to ensure a better
tomorrow.

Sincerely,

Claas Ehlers

WELCOME TO OUR
NEWEST AFFILIATES

Beaverton, OR

Hudson County, NJ
Whatcom County, WA

Why | Give

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

“Family Promise makes a real difference in people’s
lives, including ours.”

“Family Promise has changed the way we

look at homelessness,” say Nancy and Kevin
Mahoney, who volunteer with Family Promise-
Union County (FP-UC) through their church,
Saint Michael’s, in Cranford, New Jersey.

The couple learned about Family Promise
five years ago at an introductory presentation
about the organization. Nancy convinced her
church to become a host site and helped
develop the program there, recruiting Kevin
and many other volunteers. Four months later
they welcomed their first families.

The mothers in the temporary shelter program
especially impress the Mahoneys. “I see moms
making so many sacrifices for their children.
They work hard to get their families in a safe
place,” Nancy says.

But it's not just the families who touch Nancy
and Kevin'slife. They're grateful to work with so
many dedicated volunteers.

“There are over one hundred of us at Saint
Michael's alone,” says Kevin, noting that in
addition to hands-on volunteers there are
many others “always working behind the
scenes.” Even the parish school has raised
money for Family Promise.

The Mahoneys maintain contact with several
families who have graduated from the program.

“We enjoy reconnecting with former guests
and seeing the progress they've made
because of their experience with Family
Promise,” Nancy says.

FP-UC Executive Director Geleen Donovan
considers the Mahoneys invaluable to the
program. “Their compassion and concern for
othersisreflected in the relationships they
form with our families and volunteers,” she says.

The Mahoneys cherish their work with Family
Promise. “Family Promise is special. It makes
areal difference in people’s lives,” says Nancy,
“including ours.”

To learn how you can make a difference in
the lives of children and families in need, visit:
https://familypromise.org/get-involved

SPREADING SEEDS OF HOPE

(continued from page 1)

Promise provided her with counseling and case

management and helped her complete her
degree, maintain her transportation, get Zion
the educational support he needed at school,
and steer the family back to independence,
ultimately finding them a new home.

“Family Promise isn't just a shelter, it's a whole
system of support. You come away a better
person with higher self-esteem. You come
away understanding there are people who
care,” explained Nichole.
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Not only did Nichole pass her final classes
with straight A's, she wrote and self-published
abook, “Letters to God,” to help others going
through difficult times or experiencing major
life changes.

“Family Promise is different from anything else
out there,” Nichole told the audience. “The
things I gained from Family Promise far outweigh
the things | lost when we became homeless.”
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Fighting Family Homelessness:
Sometimes It IS Just Child’s Play

There's a familiar saying that “play is the work
of children,” and studies show play is essential
to a child’s cognitive, physical, emotional,
creative, and social development. But children
in families battling poverty and homelessness
often lack not only essentials like food, shelter,
and proper medical care, but the ability and
opportunity to play. They have limited outlets
to learn, explore, grow, and simply be kids.

Children are at the heart of Family Promise’s
work, which is why Family Promise has
partnered with other likeminded nonprofits to
ensure the impact of homelessness on them
is not overlooked.

Sesame Street in Communities, a
philanthropic initiative of Sesame Workshop,
the nonprofit organization behind the popular
children’s television show, has enlisted Family
Promise and other national leaders to join
their conversation on family homelessness

as they explore ways to address this crisis,
engage with families at risk, and raise
awareness of the issue. The panel's goal

is to create broader awareness of family

homelessness and its impact, as well as
inform those who interact with young children
who lack stable housing.

Jeanette Betancourt, Senior Vice
President of Community and Family
Engagement for Sesame Workshop,
noted the “incredible discussion” had
left Sesame Workshop “with deep
considerations on the need and, more
importantly, what is possible.”

Family Promise CEO Claas Ehlers
echoes this sentiment: “Putting the
resources of the leader in children’s
education into family homelessnessis an
important step to raising awareness and
engaging communities. We're thrilled to be
part of this effort.”

Recognizing the importance of creative play
for children, Family Promise has also forged
aninnovative partnership with KaBOOM!, a
national nonprofit dedicated to giving kids a
childhood filled with the balanced and active
play necessary to thrive, that will bring play

products to Family Promise Affiliates across
the country, increasing access to engaging,
safe play spaces.

“We've always made sure that children can

play,” explains Ehlers, adding, “It's part of the

normative environment Family Promise strives
for. Working with KaBOOM! allows us to provide
a consistent option to impact children’s lives
during their stay with us.”

Ehlers sums up the significance of these
partnerships: “Our organizations share a
critical mission to improve the lives of children.
Partnering brings us together in that cause and
also provides our Affiliates with a valuable way
to engage additional volunteers.”

INTERESTED IN LEARNING HOW TO
MAXIMIZE THE IMPACT OF AGIFTTO
FAMILY PROMISE?

For more information on how matching, planned, or recurring gifts
can make a difference, go to: https://familypromise.org/donate
and select “Other Ways to Give”
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