
“I didn’t know what to do. It 
seemed like every door was 
closed to us.”

That’s how Sara, a mom of two young 
children, describes the moment her 
world fell apart. After years spent 
juggling two jobs while working 
toward her associate degree, she had 
finally built a career she was proud of. 
But when budget cuts suddenly 
eliminated her position, everything 
changed overnight. As the family’s 
sole provider, she quickly fell behind 
on rent.

Sara launched an urgent job search, 
but progress was slow. She dreaded 
the prospect of homelessness, yet a 
new apartment was out of reach. 
Without income, she simply couldn’t 
afford rent. She called shelter after 
shelter, but each one was full. With 
nowhere else to turn, Sara and her 
children began sleeping in their car. 
Every night, she told them stories to 
help them fall asleep, trying to drown 
out the fear and uncertainty that filled 
the darkness.

Everything changed when Sara 
connected with Family Promise. The 
program provided emergency shelter 
– a warm, safe apartment where her 
family could stay together – and the 

support she needed to get back on 
her feet. Family Promise helped her 
find childcare, create a manageable 
budget, and prepare for job 
interviews. They offered not just 
practical help, but compassion and 
hope when she needed it most.

Within weeks, Sara landed a new job 
with better pay and soon moved into 
an affordable apartment near work 
and her children’s daycare. Family 
Promise helped open the door to 
stability and a new beginning.
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Dear friends,  

Every family deserves the chance to 
build a brighter future. Each day at 
Family Promise, we open doors of 
opportunity for families facing 
homelessness, doors that otherwise 
might remain closed. Through a range 
of services and access to critical 
resources, we help parents gain 
stability and the tools they need to 
achieve lasting independence. 

You can read about this impact in 
Sara’s story, featured in this issue. 
After losing her home, Sara turned to 
Family Promise and, with support, 
found work, housing, and hope for 
her children’s future. 

As families across the country face 
new challenges like increased food 
insecurity and financial strain, your 
partnership matters more than ever. 
Together, we’re helping families find 
hope and opportunity. 

Thank you for making a difference 
and for standing with us. All of us at 
Family Promise wish you and your 
loved ones a joyful holiday season. 

With gratitude, 

Cheryl Schuch
CEO

How one family stepped into a new beginning 

“Family Promise 
opened the door to 
a future I didn’t 
think was possible.”

–Sara, Family Promise mom



A child

Because of friends like you, Family Promise is opening doors for families who 
have nowhere else to turn. 

This year, 2.5 million children in the U.S. will experience homelessness. 
Families sleep in cars, motels, or move from one relative’s couch to another, 
desperate for a place to call home.  

The need is growing while community resources are shrinking. Changes in 
government priorities and funding mean that many of the critical support 
systems families rely on are uncertain. That’s why your support today is 
more critical than ever. 

Last year, more than 67,000 families turned to Family Promise for help. 
Behind every number is a door opened: 

who can focus on school

A parent
starting a new job

A family
moving from crisis to confidence

Open Doors for Families in Need
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Your generosity helps families take 
their first steps toward lasting 
change. Please give today to open 
doors for more families! 



As we celebrate the season of giving, consider a gift that lasts 
beyond a lifetime. 

By including Family Promise in your will or estate plan, you can 
create a legacy of compassion and help ensure every child has 
the chance for a better tomorrow. 

Start your legacy today. Visit 
familypromise.mygiftlegacy.org or 
scan the QR code. 

A Legacy of Compassion 
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“The first night we slept 
in our own beds, my kids 
finally felt safe again,” 
Sara says. “I’ll never 
forget the look of relief 
on their faces.”

Today, Sara and her children are 
thriving. They’re enjoying the simple 
moments that once felt unobtainable, 
like cooking dinner together, 
decorating their own space, and 
celebrating her youngest child’s 
birthday in a home filled with warmth 
and laughter. They have stability, they 
have hope, and for the first time in a 
long time, they can plan for the future.

The Power of an Open Door (continued from page 1)

Brighten someone’s day – or a holiday table – with a Crayola 
Flowers bouquet! 

Crayola Flowers donates 10% of every bouquet to Family 
Promise, helping families facing homelessness move forward 
with hope. 

Send flowers that give back at 
crayolaflowers.com/family_promise3048 
or scan the QR code. 

Share the Joy & Let Hope Bloom 

Your support makes stories 
like Sara’s possible, turning 
fear into hope and opening 
doors to opportunity for 
families across the country. 
Please make a gift to Family 
Promise today and help 
families in need find safety, 
stability, and a place to call 
home.

Go to: 
secure.qgiv.com/for/yeeapp
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Before we found 
Family Promise, it felt 
like every door was 
closed to us. But 
Family Promise gave 
us a fresh start and 
helped us feel safe 
and secure again.”

–Sara, Family Promise mom


